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2 | P a g e  
 

Bell Times 2022 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bell Times 2023 
 

 

 
  

Days/ 
Lesson 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

1 8.40 – 9.50 (70) 8.40 – 9.50 (70) 8.40 – 9.50 (70) 8.40 – 9.50 (70) 8.40 – 9.50 (70) 

2 9.50 – 11.00 (70) 9.50 – 11.00 (70) 9.50 – 11.00 (70) 9.50 – 11.00 (70) 9.50 – 11.00 (70) 

BREAK 11.00 – 11.30 (30) 11.00 – 11.40 (40) 11.00 – 11.40 (40) 11.00 – 11.40 (40) 11.00 – 11.40 (40) 

3 11.30 – 12.40 (70) 11.40 – 12.50 (70) 11.40 – 12.50 (70) 11.40 – 12.50 (70) 11.40 – 12.50 (70) 

Assembly 
Connect 

12.40 – 1.20 (40)     

BREAK 1.20 – 1.50 (30) 12.50 – 1.20 (30) 12.50 – 1.20 (30) 12.50 – 1.20 (30) 12.50 – 1.20 (30) 

4 1.50 – 3.00 (70) 1.20 – 2.30 (70) 1.20 – 2.30 (70) 1.20 – 2.30 (70) 1.20 – 2.30 (70) 

Days/ 
Lesson 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

1 8.40 – 9.50 (70) 8.40 – 9.50 (70) 8.40 – 9.50 (70) 8.40 – 9.50 (70) 8.40 – 9.50 (70) 

2 9.50 – 11.00 (70) 9.50 – 11.00 (70) 9.50 – 11.00 (70) 9.50 – 11.00 (70) 9.50 – 11.00 (70) 

BREAK 11.00 – 11.30 (30) 11.00 – 11.40 (40) 11.00 – 11.40 (40) 11.00 – 11.40 (40) 11.00 – 11.40 (40) 

Assembly 
Connect 

11.30 – 12.10 (40)     

3 
12.10 – 1.20 (70) 

School finishes at the end of 
period 3 

11.40 – 12.50 (70) 11.40 – 12.50 (70) 11.40 – 12.50 (70) 11.40 – 12.50 (70) 

BREAK 1.20 – 1.50 (30) 12.50 – 1.20 (30) 12.50 – 1.20 (30) 12.50 – 1.20 (30) 12.50 – 1.20 (30) 

4 
TIME4  
1.50-3.00 (70) 

1.20 – 2.30 (70) 1.20 – 2.30 (70) 1.20 – 2.30 (70) 1.20 – 2.30 (70) 
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Change to Monday finish time 
 
The Gap State High School is well-regarded as a high performing secondary school.  This has been 
evidenced by the school’s stellar student outcomes in many fields over the school’s 62-year history. 
 
Over the last four years significant work has been undertaken in developing and delivering a bespoke 
pedagogical framework that supports all learners to be engaged and empowered to learn in ways that 
supports every student now, and into the future. 
 
Over the last two years we have been trialling and piloting ways to improve teaching practices that support 
every learner to achieve their best.  This work has seen impressive improvements in: 

• student outcomes;  

• growth of teacher expertise 

• strengthened curriculum alignment 

• timely differentiation for students, classes, opportunities to re-teach as required, along the way 
 
To support scaling up both student learning and teacher learning and pedagogy, from the beginning of 
2023, dedicated time will be given to every teacher to collaborate with peers in a designated time every 
week following a trialled/piloted protocol.  The working title for this time is:  Time4.  Time for working 
collaboratively and purposefully with colleagues that is not available in the usual busyness of a school 
week, Time for ensuring the curriculum is aligned using effective before moderation practices, Time for 
teachers to understand and learn the cognitions, how they can be best taught to support all learners, Time 
for teachers to have a shared understanding of the achievement standards to support precise teaching that 
supports every student’s understanding of what is required to achieve their individual goals. 
 
There is no change to the dedicated teaching time for all key learning areas except for Year 9 HPE. 
 
As part of this new way or working the Year 9 HPE and APPs classes will be trialling a new approach to their 
curriculum delivery in 2023.  That is, 3 lessons per week for Semester 1 HPE and 3 lessons per week for 
Semester 2 APP or vice versa.  This model will allow for reduction in work loads for teachers once the 
program is established and the opportunity for the teacher to know their learners more effectively by 
seeing them for three 70 minutes per week, potentially for a whole year, if the HPE and APPs teacher is the 
same person.  Ideally, we will strive to make the year 9 APPs and HPE teachers the Connect teacher as well, 
further strengthening the relationship as part of the trial. 
 
This new period of time allocated specifically for teachers to work together more efficiently and effectively 
will result in more curriculum clarity for our students, more teacher collaboration to best support 
classroom performance, alignment and planning opportunities, and the implementation of high yield 
teaching strategies that we have been trialling over the last two years, working towards the very best 
outcomes for every student.  
 
While the role and demands of the teaching profession have changed dramatically over the last 30 years, 
the number of hours allocated to class preparation and correction time has not changed since 1976.  Our 
teachers are working harder than ever and welcome this change to support the work they do for students 
on a daily basis.  An indicator survey conducted with teachers in early October demonstrated teacher 
support for this innovation.  Yes votes = 62, No votes = 19.  Teacher survey after consultation.  
Yes votes =59, No votes = 24. 
 
Recent feedback from a Gap Branch QTU meeting reinforced that the government is not looking to increase 
time for teachers to be able to do this important work in their school day any time soon. 
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From the beginning of 2023 
From the beginning of 2023, Monday’s finish time for students will be at 1.20pm at the end of period 3. 
Students who sign up to extra-curricular and additional programs will stay for the lunch break and period 4.  
Students will be supervised by staff during the lunch break in the quadrangle. 
 
It will be important for parents to discuss the Time4 options with their children.  Parents/adults will make 
the decision with their student.   
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
How will lessons be affected on Monday afternoons as a result of the new finishing time? 
Students will still participate fully in the key learning areas of curriculum.  A difference will be that year 7 and 8 
past interschool sport model will align to semester Festival Days.  Year 9 Interschool Sport will continue in a Gala 
Day model for 2023.  Applied Positive Psychology for years 7 and 8 and 10 and 11 will only be for one lesson per 
week meaning a loss of one lesson per week for years 10, 11. 
 

As part of a trial for 2023 a change will be made to the Year 9 HPE allocation.  This will mean that students will 
study HPE for a semester by 3 x 70-minute lessons per week followed by a semester of 3 x 70-minute lessons per 
week for APP for a semester.  Additional opportunities will be provided for students in Years 7-9 to move and 
belong as outlined in the model below. 
 

This is a proposed model overview of inter-school Festival opportunities between The Gap SHS and Kelvin Grove 
SSC, camps, inter-house Festival days, whole school sporting events, movement and engagement opportunities 
for students during the school week: 
 

Year level T1 T2 T3 T4 

Year 7 TG/KG Festival Day Camp 
 

Interhouse Festival Day TG/KG Festival Day 

Year 8 TG/KG Festival Day Camp TG/KG Festival Day Interhouse Festival Day 

Year 9 Year 9 Gala Interhouse Festival Day Camp | Year 9 Gala Day Year 9 End of Year Event 

Year 10   SET Planning Camp 

Year 11  Camp   

Year 12   Mock Exams External Exams 

All Lunch time movement and engagement events hosted by Student House Leaders and Teacher House Mentors 

All House Swimming Meet House Cross Country House Track & Field 
SS Excellence/Merit Ceremony  
JS Excellence/Merit Ceremony 

 

How will my child get home at the new finishing time? 
• Regular Brisbane City Council buses depart on Waterworks Road at regular intervals.   

• Mt Nebo Bus Lines will collect students on Monday afternoons from 3.30pm.  Further to this, recent advice 
from the Mt Nebo Bus Service stated that from July 2023, there will be a separate bus for TGSHS students.  

• Brisbane Bus Lines will depart at 2:50pm each day to allow students access to the Time4 sessions. They 
are unable to run this service earlier as it will mean that connecting services will be affected.  

  

Will teachers be available for afterschool activities on Monday afternoon? 
No.  All teachers will be engaged with purposeful and intentional collaboration with their peers.  If teachers, 
through intentional collaboration process, collectively determine that some students might benefit from a 
teaching intensive, small groups of students may be invited to an additional session to assist in their learning. 
This would be taught by one of the teachers from the relevant curriculum and year area.  Students and parents 
will receive an invitation to attend this opportunity. 
 

Will student activities be offered on Monday afternoons from 1.50pm?  
Yes.   

What is changing to it this into the timetable if no curriculum time is lost?  
Year 7 and Year 8 sport in a weekly format is being changed to accommodate this innovation.  See the table 
above and appendices to view the ways this will be compensated for in 2023. 
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What sort of student activities will be offered on Monday “Time4” afternoons from 1.50pm?  
There will be optional programs for students and their families to consider; both paid and unpaid.  Students can 
sign up to these each term.  The goal will be to support their interests; provide extension and growth 
opportunities in an array of areas.  See appendices for an example menu. 
 

Some examples: chess club, the Launch program, Student leadership aspirant program with Peer Power, Study 
Skills programs such as Elevate, Study groups, lessons for IM, rehearsals for school musical, alumni tutoring 
services, intervention program for students who need additional literacy and numeracy support. Depending on 
the activities they could be student led, or led by a paid provider, or non-curriculum teacher, eg, IM teacher or a 
teacher aide.  We are interested in parent and student ideas for these activities. 
 

What other opportunities will there be for students in period 4? 
Time4 may also be used for:  catch up exams, afterschool detention, short term suspensions to avoid missing 
timetable class time.  Some of these activities will be supervised by teacher aides or school leaders. 
 

Will the school grounds be supervised after 1.50pm on Mondays?  
No. There will be no grounds supervision at school after this time. All teachers will be involved in intentional 
collaboration time.  All other staff will be engaged supervising activities or continuing with their allocated work. 
 

Can my child stay at school until 3.00pm? 
Yes, as long as they are pre-booked into the term’s optional activities. An events menu for period 4 Monday 
afternoon will be created for each term.  Bookings and payment methods will be included in the Time4 Events 
Menu each term. 
 

Who will co-ordinate these activities? 
Staff Co-ordinator of Student Engagement will have a 6 x 70 min lesson teaching load. Position to be advertised 
internally. 
 
Has this worked in other schools? 
Yes, a number of Queensland high schools, including Brisbane State High School, Kenmore SHS, Redcliffe SHS, 
and Urangan SHS, acknowledge both scholastic benefits and positives outcomes for students and teachers.    
 

Some schools send all students home early one day a week. State High also provide alternatives for students 
during that time. 
 

Were other times and days considered? 
Yes.  Friday afternoon was considered as an alternative and period 1 of a Monday or Friday was considered.  

Based on many factors including ensuring all students were in a sleep routine to be at school and ready for 

learning every day of the week, especially Monday, after a weekend, period 4 was selected.  As with many 

changes implemented in schools, this will be reviewed before the end of the first 12 months. 
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APPENDICES 
Discussions and decisions at Principal level around the future of Interschool Sport 

ALL THINGS INTERSCHOOL SPORT v2 
 

District Sport for 2023 
• Proposed new districts for competitive sport, see spreadsheet with proposals; inclusive of private and 

independent schools. 

• Nothing changes in terms of the big three carnivals and trialling for districts, through to regional and state teams 
in 2023. 

• Students are entitled to trial for any sport. 
 

Interschool Sport for 2023 - Transition year – schools choosing best path to meet context needs 
 
The Facts for Interschool Sport in 2023 
 
Resolution #1 
Ferny Grove, Everton Park, Albany Creek and possibly Bray Park will combine to create a group to run an 
interschool sport program for 2023 for year levels 7 and 8. 
Games will be played at South Pine Sports Centre at Brendale. Not sure about the day/s. 
 
Resolution #2 
The year 9 Gala day model will continue as per the trial in 2022.  Regardless of the interschool sport set up, all of 
our schools and QACI will be able to compete at the Gala Day.   
Based on this year the Gala days will be on the last day of term 1 and of term 3. Games will be played at South 
Pine Sports Centre at Brendale.  Last day of term 3, year 9s will have the opportunity to play: netball, beach 
volleyball, ultimate disk, NRL, soccer, Rugby, Mixed AFL all at the South Pine Sports Centre Brendale. 
 
Yet to be resolved #1 
The Gap and KG not being part of Wednesday/Thursday afternoon sport in 2023. 
 
Yet to be resolved #2 
Funding for the District Sports co-ordinator secretary role.  The original commitment from all schools was 
for 5 years.  With the above changes to interschool sport, this potentially needs to be reviewed. Note that 
District sport co-ordination is part of this funding. 
 
Yet to be resolved #3 
The Gap and KG explore and trial year 7 and year 8 Gala days in semester 1 2023.  The trial will include 
narrowing the sports on offer; eg court games, basketball, netball, volleyball, single gender and mixed.  Training 
students to learn these games through HPE lessons, rules, sportsmanship, scoring etc as well as differentiating 
the students into say 3 tiers.  Tier 1 beginners, tier 2 on the way, tier 3 experts.  Mutually suitable dates would 
need to be selected.  These are just ideas as a starting point.  Once the model is sorted the possibility of scaling 
up in semester 2 or 2024 to invite other schools in the gala day. 

 
Yet to be resolved #4 
Effectively marketing to our students, parents and community the concept of gala days as a great model to 
promote health, fitness, friendship and game play.  Students and Parents need to see how much fun it is and 
with differentiation everyone can have a great day of playing on an even playing field regardless of school or 
size.  Happy to support a video being made to promote these days that all schools can use. 

 
Provocation:  need to rethink, reimagine interschool sport into the short-term future.  Gone are the days of 
schools competing in weekly comps.  Organisational issues and resourcing, traffic, distances, access to playing 
courts, fields, industrial requirements, lack of willingness from staff to take on the local Sports Co roles. Consider 
modified games that support all levels of student abilities and indigenous games opportunities. 
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Time 4 Optional Student Programs 
for students who choose to remain at school on Monday afternoons 

 
Term 1, 2023 Offerings 
 
Please complete and return this form by (Insert Date and time)  
Preferences: Students are welcome to select more than one program. Please preference your selection of 
the Time4 in the box provided. 
 

Student’s full name:  
Year 
Level 

 

Preferences to 
be listed: 1, 2 or 
3 etc, in the box 

provided 

Week/s 
 

(TBC) 
Program Cost 

 1-10 
Study Room 
A supervised room for students to complete 
homework or study in a quiet space 

Free 

 2, 4, 6, 8 

Yarning Circle 
Led by our Wellbeing Hub 2, students can partake 
in a yarning circle. A yarning circle is a harmonious, 
creative and collaborative way of communicating 
to: 

• encourage responsible, respectful and honest 
interactions between participants, building 
trusting relationships 

• foster accountability and provide a safe place 
to be heard and to respond 

• promote student–student interactions and 
student–school–community connectedness 

• enrich learning experiences for students. 
 

Free 

 3, 5, 7, 9 

LGBTQIA+ 
Led by our Wellbeing Hub 2, students can partake 
in these sessions to discuss topics relating to 
LGBTQIA+ and the school community 

Free 

 6-10 

Journalling 
Led by our Wellbeing Hub 2, students can partake 
in this journalling workshop series to reflect on 
themselves 

Free 

 8 

Resume Writing 
Looking for a job? Need to write a resume? Come 
to this session to learn the essential elements of a 
resume. 

Free 

 2-10 
Launch* 
Led by Mr Bertrand and the Launch students, 
come participate in STEAM activities. 

$ 

 2-5 

Leadership Training Centre – Beginner Group* 
New to climbing and bouldering? Join these 
sessions in our very own LTC to learn and improve 
your skills. 

$ 



8 | P a g e  
 

 6-10 

Leadership Training Centre – Intermediate 
Group* 
Have some more experience in our LTC? Maybe 
this is the program for you. 

$ 

 7-10 
Yoga* 
Led by the external group, …., students can 
participate in Yoga to feel the many benefits 

$ 

 3-9 

Bible Study / Youth Group 
Led by The Gap Uniting Church, students can 
participate in a range of activities to build 
connections. 

Free 

 3-10 Chess Club* $ 

  
UQ Workshops* 
Various options (E.g. Design Thinking,  

$ 

 4 
Elevate: Senior Time Management 
Learn how to manage your time when it comes to 
balancing your workload. 

$ 

 7 
Elevate: Junior Time Management 
Learn how to manage your time when it comes to 
balancing your workload. 

$ 

 9 

African Drumming 
Just as different African tribes would join together 
in rhythmic harmony, so too can you through 
collective drumming. We are here to guide your 
explorations of the benefits of group play. We are 
here to help awaken a collective resonance as 
groups learn to listen to one another, respond 
with empowerment, and enjoy contributing to a 
shared movement. 

$ 

 4 

Alumni Tutoring – Mathematics 
Led by past students, attend these group study 
sessions to improve your skills and knowledge for 
your Mathematics subjects 

$ 

 5 

Alumni Tutoring – Science  
Led by past students, attend these group study 
sessions to improve your skills and knowledge for 
your science subjects 

$ 

 6 

Alumni Tutoring – Humanities 
Led by past students, attend these group study 
sessions to improve your skills and knowledge for 
your Humanities subjects 

$ 

 7 

Alumni Tutoring – English 
Led by past students, attend these group study 
sessions to improve your skills and knowledge for 
your English subjects 

$  

 3-10 E-Sports* $ 

* If signing up to these programs, please note that payment covers all the weeks involved and commitment to all sessions are 
required.  
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The Gap SHS (TG) and Kelvin Grove SSC (KG) 
Yet to Be Confirmed/Still in planning stages 

Festival Day Ideas 
 

• In lieu of Wednesday Period 4 Interschool Sport for Year 7s and Year 8s 

• One per Semester per year level, that is two per year 

• Consider summer and winter sport offerings 

• Potential student numbers per year level:  TG 300, KG 400 
 

South Pine Sports Centre 
Brendale 

Other 
Various 

300-400 students 100-200 students 

Division Sports Extreme Sports 

Rugby League; boys, girls? 
Soccer 
Netball; girls, mixed? 
Volleyball 
Touch Football 
Ultra-Disc 

Mountain Biking  
Hiking – connect to DoE as needed 
Surfing 
Rock climbing 
Sailing 
Canoeing 
 

Games Cultural Games 

Flag tag game 
Ball games 
Egg basket circuit 
Blow up soccer games 
Blow up football games 
Indigenous Games 

Dancing 
Scooter/Skating indoor venue 
Yoga and meditation 
Golf 

Food trucks 
Snow cones/Fairy floss 
BBQ 

BYO lunch 
Purchase at venues 

 

Year level T1 T2 T3 T4 

Year 7 TG/KG Festival Day Camp 
 

Inter-house Festival Day TG/KG Festival Day 

Year 8 TG/KG Festival Day Camp TG/KG Festival Day Inter-house Festival Day 

Year 9 Year 9 Gala Inter-house Festival Day Camp | Year 9 Gala Day Yr 9 End of Year Event 

Year 10   SET Planning Camp 

Year 11  Camp   

Year 12   Mock Exams External Exams 

All Lunch time movement and engagement events hosted by Student House Leaders and Teacher House Mentors 

All House Swimming Meet House Cross Country House Track & Field 
SS Excellence/Merit Ceremony  
JS Excellence/Merit Ceremony 
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The Gap State High School 
Building a sense of belonging and connectedness 

Inter-house Festival Day Ideas 
 

• Inter-house Festival Day is the other calendarized event together with Inter-school Festival Day In lieu 
of Wednesday Period 4 Interschool Sport 

• One per year level for 7s, 8s and 9s, that is one-year level in a term when not attending a school camp 
or TG/KG Festival days, see model below.  This is an additional opportunity for year 9 students 
compared to 2022. 

• Each year School Captains – House, nominate preferred ideas.  Possible rotations below. 

• Potential student numbers per year level:  300-320 per year level across 8 houses.  37-40 students in 
each house group 

 
 

Program for Each Day 
Session 1 Planning and organising team: Period 1 

Session 2 Put the plan into practice: Period 2 and 3 

Session 3 Performing production in front of other Houses: Period 4 

House Induction First week of school year for Yr 7, 8, 9. Led by: 

School Captains House, SS and JS Teacher Mentors, Yr level house leaders 
• Growing and Knowing your House  

• Get to know your leaders: JS and SS House Captains 

• Learn and Perform your war cry 

• Building you house artefacts for future house events 

 
 

HOUSE ROTATIONS CONCEPT 
Led by: School Captains House, SS and JS Teacher Mentors, Year level house leaders 

Year Level Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

7 

Growing and Knowing 
your House activities in 
House Assemblies 

 
Choir 
Rapping 

 

8   
Dance off 
Drum off 

9 

House Themed 
Assembly 
Long term favourites 
of students over the 
years 

  

 
 

Following week in Quad: 
1. Monday: two houses perform 
2. Tuesday: two houses perform 
3. Wednesday: two houses perform 
4. Thursday: two houses perform 
5. Friday – Best of Houses perform x 4. House points awarded.  House Trophy Awarded 
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About Intentional Collaboration Time for Teachers 

Teacher and Shadow HOD of Science 

Testimonial 

My name is Phil Driver and I have been running the Pilot program for science in 2022. 

I am sure that the data has already been presented (and I believe speaks for itself). It is work that our group is 

incredibly proud of and excited by for the future possibilities that this could afford our school community. 

From the pilot teacher’s perspective, the hour of intentional collaboration is worth double what one can achieve 

alone. Teaching is a creative art at times, and it is with the input of other professionals that our best work and 

ideas can permeate and grow. Intentional collaboration has reduced the need for teachers to spend their time 

finding resources, and increased the time to do the work that is most valuable for our students; differentiating, 

providing feedback and engaging the pedagogy that we know gives the greatest benefit. 

 The staff here at the Gap are exceptionally hard working and intrinsically motivated. We all desire to see our 

students flourish into their full potential as learners, and we in science firmly believe that this exciting, innovative 

step will help grow our school into a state leader. 

 


